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obtains the additional merit of bathing in all the ether tanks
at the same time.

This notice by Var&ha Mihira carries us back at once to
A. D. 500, when the holy tank at Thanesar was in full repute.
But the P^uranic legends attribute to it an antiquity long
anterior even to the P&ndus themselves.   On its banks Kumt
the common ancestor of the Kauravas and Pdndavas, sat in
ascetic abstraction; here Parasu.Rlma slew the Kshatriyas,
and here Pururavas having lost the nymph Urvasi, at length
met his celestial bride at Kurukshetra ''sporting with four
other nymphs of heaven in a lake beautiful with lotuses/'
But the story of the horse-headed Dadhyanch, or Dadhicha,
is perhaps even older than the legend of Pururavas, as it is
alluded to in the Rig Veda.1    "With his bones India slew
ninety times nine Vritras."   The scholiast explains this by
saying that the thunderbolt of Indra was formed of the horse's
head   with   which the Aswins  had   supplied the headless
Dadhyanch, that he might teach his science to them.   Accord-
ing tc the legend, Dadhyanch during his lifetime had been
the terror of the Asuras, who, after his death, multiplied and
overspread the whole earth.   Then "Indra inquiring what
had become of him, and whether nothing of him had been
left   behind,   was told that the horse's head was still in
existence, but no one knew where.   Search was made for it,
and it was found in the lake Saryan&vat on the skirts of
Kurukshetra/'   I infer that this is only another name for the
great tank of Kurukshetra, and consequently that the sacred
pool is at least as old as the Rig Veda itself.   I think it also
probable that the Chakra-tirath, or spot where Vishnu is said
to have taken up his Chakra, or discus, to kill Bhishma, may
have been the original spot where Indra slew the Vritras, and
that the bones, which were afterwards assigned to the Pandus,
may have been those of the Vritras of the older-legend.   In

1.   Wilson's translation, i. 216.